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115695-1:n:12/16/2009:KBH/th LRS2009-5124

SYNOPSIS: Existing law does not require a person
driving a motor vehicle passing a person on a
bicycle to stay a certain distance from the
bicyclist until he or she has safely overtaken the
bicycle.

This bill would require the operator to
maintain a distance of at least a three feet when
passing a person on a bicycle and provide for civil
penalties when a violation of the act causes

serious physical injury or death to another person.

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to motor wvehicles; to require a motor
vehicle passing a person on a bicycle to keep a distance of at
least three feet; and to provide civil penalties when a
violation of this act causes serious physical injury or death

to another person.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited
as the Three Feet Please Act.

Section 2. (a) When overtaking and passing a bicycle
proceeding in the same direction, a person driving a motor
vehicle shall pass to the left and exercise due care by
leaving a safe distance between the motor vehicle and the
bicycle of not less than three feet until the motor wvehicle is
safely past the overtaken bicycle.

(b) (1) A person who violates this act with the
violation resulting in a collision causing serious physical
injury to another person shall be subject to a civil penalty
in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500), in addition to
any other penalties as prescribed by law.

(2) A person who violates this act with the
violation resulting in a collision causing death to another
person shall be subject to a civil penalty of up to one
thousand dollars ($1,000), in addition to any other penalties
as prescribed by law.

(c) Subsection (b) does not apply to a bicyclist who
is injured in a vehicular traffic lane when a designated
bicycle lane or path is present and passable.

Section 3. This act shall become effective on the
first day of the third month following its passage and

approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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