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SYNOPSIS: Under existing law, a man is presumed to be
the father of a child if he and the mother of the
child are married to each other and the child is
born during the marriage. If the presumed father
persists in his status as the legal father of a
child, neither the mother or any other individual
may maintain an action to disprove paternity.

This bill would enable a man who is not the
presumed father of a child but who believes himself
to be that child's biological father to petition
the court for blood testing to challenge the

presumption of paternity.

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to the presumption of paternity; to amend

Section 26-17-607, Code of Alabama 1975, to enable a man who

is not the presumed father of a child but who believes himself
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to be that child's biological father to petition the court for
blood testing to make an establishment of paternity.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Section 26-17-607, Code of Alabama 1975,
is amended to read as follows:

"§26-17-607.

"(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b),

a presumed father may bring an action to disprove paternity at

any time. Ff—thepresumedfather persists i hts—staetus—eas—the

. NI LA ul . 4 . 1 = 4 NI 4 L If
LTITUL vV IUUdL lllcl._y IMallltalll adll dCUCLUILL LU uJ_DtJJ_UVC LJCLL,CJ_J.lJ_ L,_y. a

man who is not the presumed father of a child believes himself

to be that child's biological father and disputes the presumed

father's paternity of that child, the court, upon motion to

the court by that man, may order genetic blood testing of that

man, the child, and the presumed father in order to make an

establishment of paternity.

"(b) A presumption of paternity under this section

may be rebutted in an appropriate action only by clear and

convincing evidence. Forthe—evernrt—twoor—more puufliptiug
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facts,—shatt—controt- The presumption of paternity is rebutted

by a court decree establishing paternity of the child by

another man."
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Section 2. This act shall become effective on the
first day of the third month following its passage and

approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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