HB307

155994-1

By Representatives Ford, McCampbell, Jackson, Melton, Black,
Scott, Buskey, Coleman-Evans and Boyd

RFD: Ways and Means Education

First Read: 21-JAN-14
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155994-1:n:12/11/2013:LF0-SS/bdl

SYNOPSIS:

Under existing law, the Alabama
Accountability Act of 2013 authorizes income tax
credits for parents who transfer students enrolled
in or assigned to attend a failing public K-12
school to a nonfailing public school or nonpublic
school of the parents' choice and for taxpayers
that make contributions to organizations that
provide educational scholarships to qualifying
schools.

This bill would repeal portions of the
Alabama Accountability Act of 2013, that authorizes
and implements the income tax provisions of the Act
and would rename it the Local Control School

Flexibility Act of 2013.

A BILL

TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT
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Relating to the Alabama Accountability Act of 2013;
to amend Sections 16-6D-1, 16-6D-3 and 16-6D-4 to delete any
references to the income tax credit provisions of the act; to
rename the Accountability Act of 2013 the Local Control School
Flexibility Act of 2013; and to repeal Sections 16-6D-8 and
16-6D-9, inclusive, Code of Alabama 1975.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Sections 16-6D-1, 16-6D-3 and 16-6D-4,
Code of Alabama 1975, are amended as follows:

"S16-6D-1.

"This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the

Local Control School Flexibilitv Atebama Appuuutablllty Act

of 2013.

"S$16-6D-3.

"(a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

"(1) To further the goals of public education
throughout the state, each school system should be able to
have maximum possible flexibility to meet the needs of
students and the communities within its jurisdiction.

"(2) There is a critical need for innovative models
of public education that are tailored to the unique
circumstances and needs of the students in all schools and
communities, and especially in schools and communities that
are struggling to improve academic outcomes and close the

achievement gap.
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"(3) To better serve students and better use
available resources, local boards of education, local school
systems, and parents need the ability to explore flexible
alternatives in an effort to be more efficient and effective
in providing operational and programmatic services.

"(b) Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature
to do all of the following:

"(1) Allow school systems greater flexibility in
meeting the educational needs of a diverse student population.

"(2) Improve educational performance through greater
individual school autonomy and managerial flexibility with
regard to programs and budgetary matters.

" (3) Encourage innovation in education by providing
local school systems and school administrators with greater
control over decisions including, but not limited to,
budgetary matters, staffing, personnel, scheduling, and

educational programming, including curriculum and instruction.
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meath

"4 (1) FLEXIBILITY CONTRACT. A school flexibility
contract between the local school system and the State Board
of Education wherein a local school system may apply for
programmatic flexibility or budgetary flexibility, or both,
from state laws, regulations, and policies, including
regulations and policies promulgated by the State Board of
Education and the State Department of Education.

"5 (2) INNOVATION PLAN. The request of a local
school system for flexibility and plan for annual
accountability measures and five-year targets for all

participating schools within the school system.
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"46r (3) LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION. A city or county
board of education that exercises management and control of a
local school system pursuant to state law.

"7#r (4) LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM. A public agency that
establishes and supervises one or more public schools within

its geographical limits pursuant to state law.
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Section 2. Sections 16-6D-8 and 16-6D-9, inclusive,
Code of Alabama 1975, are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall become effective
immediately following its passage and approval by the

Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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