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HB124 Enrolled

Enrolled, An Act,

Relating to the Alabama Math and Science Teacher
Education Program (AMSTEP); to change the name of the program
to the Loan Assistance in Support of Educators in Alabama
(LASEA) Program; to amend Sections 16-5-50, 16-5-51, 16-5-52,
16-5-53, 16-5-54, 16-5-54.1, 16-5-55, and 16-5-56, Code of
Alabama 1975; to allow educators who complete a program
identified as having a shortage of certified educators and who
obtain certification in those identified programs to qualify
for the loan assistance program; to offer a supplemental
payment from the loan assistance program to eligible
applicants who are also employed in public K-12 schools or
school systems with a shortage of certified educators as
determined by the Alabama Commission on Higher Education in
consultation with the State Department of Education; to add
Sections 16-5-53.1 and 16-5-53.2 to the Code of Alabama 1975,
to require the commission, in consultation with the Alabama
Commission on the Evaluation of Services, to develop an
accountability and evaluation plan for the program and to
provide further for the eligibility of certain applicants who
have been continuously employed with a qualifying school; and
to repeal Section 16-5-54.2, Code of Alabama 1975, which
provides for the reimbursement of individuals who have
completed certain alternative certification programs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:
Section 1. Sections 16-5-50, 16-5-51, 16-5-52, 16-5-53,

16-5-54, 16-5-54.1, 16-5-55, and 16-5-56 of the Code of
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Alabama 1975, are amended to read as follows:
"§16-5-50
The Alabama Math and Science Teacher Education Program

i+s created pursuant to this article is renamed the Loan

Assistance in Support of Educators in Alabama (LASEA)

Program."
"§16-5-51
The purpose of the-—AlabamaMath anrd—Seience—TFeacher

Bdueatieon—Program Loan Assistance in Support of Educators in
Alabama Program is—twefedd as follows:

(1) To encourage individuals to enroll in and complete

educator programs—eading—+te identified as having acute

educator shortages and obtain Alabama certification in

mathamat+ - ~ o oo g noao =
morocirciitaa c ooy oo T CTTITCT 7 T

compiterseienee those programs.

(2) To improve the educational system in Alabama by
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identified as acute educator shortage locations."

"§16-5-52

For the purposes of this article, the following terms
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shat+t have the following meanings:

(1) ACUTE EDUCATOR SHORTAGE. A shortage of certified

educators in identified educator programs as determined by the

Alabama Commission on Higher Education in consultation with

the State Department of Education and the Alabama Commission

on the Evaluation of Services.

(2) ACUTE EDUCATOR SHORTAGE LOCATION. A public K-12

school or school system that has been identified as having an

acute educator shortage.

33 (3) APPROVED INSTITUTION. A state-supported
institution of higher education or a private nonprofit
institution of higher education that satisfies all of the
following:

a. Is accredited by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges.

b. Is approved by the State Board of Education to

3L .

] o
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o

prepare—keae s—of—mrddie—t ry—ath—setrenees

.
T

r—ecomputer——seienece educators in programs identified as having

an acute educator shortage.

c. Is eligible to receive Title IV federal student aid
program funds.

(4) BASE SUPPORT. Loan assistance in support of

educators who are certified in a program identified as having

an acute educator shortage pursuant to Section 16-5-54.

42> (5) CHARTER SCHOOL. A form of public K-12 school—2

feaeher established pursuant to Chapter 6F. An educator

employed by a charter school accredited by the Southern

Page 3



85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111

112

HB124 Enrolled

Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges is

eligible—teo—participatein—the program—A+teacher for the base

support provided in this article. An educator employed by a

charter school is not eligible for the-—saewvte shertage aren

suepptremernt supplemental support provided in this article.

43> (6) COMMISSION. The Alabama Commission on Higher
Education.

(7) EDUCATOR. A full-time employee of a public K-12

school or school system whose function is to work with

students in support of their efforts to learn and obtain an

education.

44> (8) ELIGIBLE APPLICANT.—A—pe¥rsern An individual who

satisfies the criteria set out in this article and is eligible
under rules adopted by the commission.

53> (9) PROGRAM. The—‘2Atabaoma—Math—and—Science—Teacher

EFdiioaoat o n D
TOoCo T O T

T

gram Loan Assistance in Support of Educators in

Alabama Program created by this article and administered by

the commission that provides loan—repayments assistance to—a

feaeher an educator with a valid Alabama professional educator

certificate who is endorsed in—math,—seieneces r—ecompiter
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system a program identified as having an acute educator

shortage.
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(10) SUPPLEMENTAL SUPPORT. Loan assistance in support

Page 4



113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139

140

HB124 Enrolled

of educators who qualify for base support pursuant to Section

16-5-54 and are employed in an acute educator shortage

location.
3 (11) YEAR. A —secheoot—vear traat—Shall e dividedinte
The fall and spring semesters—Fhe—termdoes—not—mean

o Nl o o 1o~ r o~~~ St o
ooty oo™ ot ot

s

&+ e—vyear Oof an academic year of a

’

public K-12 school or school system."

"§16-5-53

(a) TheAlokbamoMath and Science Teacher Eduecation
Proegram program shall be administered by the commission, which
may adopt—ary rules necessary for the administration of the

program.

(b) A percentage of any annual appropriations received

by the program, not to exceed 10 percent, may be expended for

its operation and maintenance. Any funds appropriated to the

program shall be non-reverting at the end of each fiscal year.

(c) The determination of acute educator shortages and

acute educator shortage locations shall be made at least once

every academic year."

"§16-5-54

(a) The program shall provide two levels of payment for

loan assistance: (i) base support in the amount of seven

thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500) per year worked or

three thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($3,750) per

semester, for a maximum of four consecutive years, and (ii)

supplemental support in the amount of three thousand dollars

($3,000) per year worked or one thousand five hundred dollars

($1,500) per semester worked, for a maximum of four
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consecutive years. Depending on eligibility, an eligible

applicant may receive the base support or both the base

support and supplemental support.

(b) To be eligible for the base-—programof—thr
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& support an eligible applicant shall satisfy all of the

following:

(1) Is a citizen or a lawful permanent resident of the

United States.

(2) Is a resident of Alabama. The commission shall

accept any one of the following as proof of residency:

a. A current valid Alabama driver license.

b. A current valid Alabama vehicle registration.

c. A current valid Alabama voter registration card.

4+H)—Be(3) Is a graduate of-—a——State Roard of FEduecation

an approved program—ina—math—seieneces r—eompter——seienecer at

the baccalaureate or master's level-—after—the 2018 —spring
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upon completion of the approved program—inmath;—seiencer—oF
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ferece—A+teaeher identified as having an acute

educator shortage. An educator who only earns a passing score

on the Praxis test—nmath——seience;—or computer seienee to
add a certificate endorsement for—math——seienrce;—or computer
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4e)>(2) The commission shall determine the necessary

procedures for awarding loan—repaymenrts assistance if the

romber—of total awards made to eligible applicants—ard

reeipients exceeds available funding.

+£+(3) The—xeeipient eligible applicant shall notify

the commission in writing of any change in status within 30
days after the change. Failure to notify the commission of a
change in status shall affect future eligibility. All of the
following constitute a change in status:

+33)a. A change in name.

+2+b. A change in residence.

+33c. A change in employment status.

4>+ (4) To receive—a loan—repayment—eheek assistance

pursuant to this article,—a—*%eaeher an eligible applicant

shall register online with the-—stsfte Comptroller.

(b) The requirements of this article are contingent

upon available funding for the program.

2> (c) A loan—repayment—eheek assistance award is

considered income by the Internal Revenue Service, and

1
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eetpients eligible applicants shall be made aware of that

fact.
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An eligible applicant who receives the base support

(d)

381

and continues to satisfy employment criteria shall continue to

382

receive an award for the four-year limit.

383

An eligible applicant who receives the supplemental

(e)

384

support and continues to satisfy employment criteria shall
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continue to receive an award for the four-year limit."
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the—ceommissiern. If not satisfied with the response of the

commission to the written petition, the individual or

institution may request a rehearing within 20 days after the

response of the commission is made. The commission shall

schedule the—=xeguested rehearing-—met—tess—than 20—nor mere
tharn—30+ within 20 days after receipt of the—petition

rehearing request. The—eaggrieved—party individual or

institution may present written and oral evidence supporting

its the petition and may be represented by counsel. The
decision of the commission following the rehearing—shaedt—be is
final."

Section 2. Sections 16-5-53.1 andl6-5-53.2 are added to
the Code of Alabama 1975, to read as follows:

§16-5-53.1

(a) The commission shall develop an accountability and
evaluation plan for the program that does all of the
following:

(1) Identifies the goals, objectives, and expected
outputs and outcomes of the program.

(2) Describes the specific activities of the program
and how those activities will achieve expected outcomes.

(3) Defines what the expected metrics of success shall
be and provides a monitoring plan to regularly assess
performance.

(4) Provides an evaluation plan to assess the impact of
expected outcomes.

(b) The commission shall consult with the Alabama

Commission on the Evaluation of Services on the development of
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the accountability and evaluation plan.

§16-5-53.2

Any eligible applicant who met the requirements of the
program and received a loan repayment prior to August 1, 2026,
shall remain eligible for loan repayments pursuant to the
requirements of the program as long as they remain
continuously employed with a qualifying school.

Section 3. Section 16-5-54.2, Code of Alabama 1975,
relating to documentation required from educators who received
their certifications pursuant to an alternative certification
program to receive loan repayments under AMSTEP, is repealed.

Section 4. This act shall become effective on August 1,

2026.
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Speaker of the House of Representatives

President and Presiding Officer of the Senate

House of Representatives

I hereby certify that the within Act originated in and
was passed by the House 15-Jan-26.

John Treadwell
Clerk

Senate 10-Mar-26 Passed
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