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COMMENDING DOCTORS CONSTANCE AND EARNEST DEES FOR
EXEMPLARY PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT IN EDUCATION AND DEDICATED

PUBLIC SERVICE.

WHEREAS, highest commendation is herein conveyed to
Dr. Constance Dees and Dr. Earnest Dees of Huntsville,
Alabama, in recognition of their outstanding record of
achievement in education and dedicated public service; and

WHEREAS, after meeting at The University of Arkansas
at Pine Bluff, Dr. Constance Dees and Dr. Earnest Dees were
married June 3, 1961, at Morning Star Baptist Church in
Newport, Arkansas, and, in 1970, they were the first African
American couple to graduate with terminal degrees from The
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa; and

WHEREAS, the couple's innumerable contributions to
education are derived from almost four decades of service as
professors at Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University,
with Dr. Constance Dees retiring as the Dean of the School of
Business and Dr. Earnest Dees retiring as the Chairman of

Department of Curriculum and Instruction; and
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WHEREAS, Dr. Constance Dees is a lifelong member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha, the first Greek-letter sorority established
by African American college women on January 15, 1908, at
Howard University in Washington, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Earnest Dees is a lifelong member of
Alpha Phi Alpha, the first Greek-letter fraternity established
by African American college men on December 4, 1906, at
Cornell University in Ithaca, New York; and

WHEREAS, Dr Constance Dees and Dr. Earnest Dees,
both endowed with a keen intellect and a strong sense of civic
responsibility, have been dedicated public servants as
evidenced by their devoted discipleship, witness, worship, and
evangelism at Fellowship Presbyterian Church, as well as their
active fraternity and sorority memberships; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Constance Dees and Dr. Earnest Dees are
the loving parents of two sons, Gregory Karl and Jeffrey Keith
Dees, and are ardent grandparents of a granddaughter, Brittany
Yavonne Dees; and

WHEREAS, through the years, the couple has earned
respect for their exceptional abilities and tireless
dedication to education and community service, and their
accomplishments and contributions will endure for future
generations; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA, That Dr. Constance Dees and Dr.
Earnest Dees are honored and commended, and this resolution is

offered in highest tribute and deepest appreciation to them

Page 2



for their professional achievements in education and public

service.
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